[The regulation of apoptosis by Bcl-2, bcl-X(L), Bcl-2alpha and Bax in chronic liver disease].
To analyse the expression of Fas and Fas ligand (FasL) in patients of chronic hepatitis, liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma and to study the regulation of apotosis by Bax and Bcl-2 subfamilies. The subfamily of Bcl-2 in the liver tissue was studied by immunohistochemistry. In 156 cases of chronic liver disease the expression levels of Fas and FasL in the chronic hepatitis group were significantly higher than that in hepatocellular carcinoma group(P < 0.01). The expression level of Bax subfamily in the chronic hepatitis group was significantly higher than that of Bcl-2 subfamily. It is suggested that Bcl-2 family is involved in the regulation of apoptosis in the chronic liver diseases.